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- VICTIMISATION 111

: Ten days ago,wWhen the results of

- | the sessional examinations were out,

three mémbers of the Executive Comm-

ittee recieved a .rude shock Not only

: : did they failed badly but they were S
: also removed from the Polytechnic. /
= : The victims are the Vice-president,

Tar: Tee Seng; the Honorary General

Secretary, Ang Soec Cheng and the

LnJon House Secretary, Wong Sing

Victimisation is one of the many
ways used by the authorities to
intimidate students against any act-
ive involvement in the Union, thus

fderiding the Union of not only

. active members but also a leadership.
”ﬂcmr nr w Fact to note 1s that there are mar
o o students who failed four to five
- papers out of six papers, yet they
are allowed -to repeat but why then

— % are these three recleving special
O‘MM 7 E - #&V‘Heéé Of WOVkm_g‘ treatment by not allowing them to
€ ontespicTiod InTENsIFIES. )V -T;- repeat?? Many of Tee Seng's class-
mates have expressed surprise that
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’} As we can see clearly from the
3 interview, these are the few who
dare to speak up and had been con-
po”uﬁon (N malﬁ\'“a { ﬁjﬂ %3 {fronting the Admin most regularly.
PIZ 101 / | Another incidert which may result
in this action taken is an incident

‘ in which two of them confronted
pol 'hca’ A69 Pg ]5 : their head of department to
Ffor Rishamuddin 7 Raiy : _ demand for an explanation on the

deportation of our student.
conkunued on badk g
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WHAT IS HAPPENING IN S.P.S.U.

On the 22nd April, the Poly Admin
wrote a letter informing SPSU that they’
will be organising all students' activi-
es concerning the coming Freshmen Orien-
tation in 7?%78 session. Also stated
clearly in the letter, the Admin will

not be collecting Union fees this sessi- L

on.

Subsequently "SPSU issues a press release
and held a press conference to clarify
on these matters. Our Union constitution
has stated clearly that the Union shall
organise and supervise the Freshmen Ori-
entation and also that the Admin shall
undertake the collection of compulsory
union fees from the students. Hence the
Admin, is violating 2 clauses of the
constitution drafted and agreed upon by
the 3 parties, namely the Registrar of
Societies, the Students' Union and the
Poly Admin,

It is only after SPSU carried out
intensive publicity of the Admin's act-
ion & demand the Board of Governors to
face the students and gives a satisfac-
tory explanation that an urgent meeting
was called by Mr.Low Guan Onn, Chairman
of the B.0.G. to meet the Excos. During
the meeting, the B.0.G. said that the
students' Union has misinterpreted the
intentions of the Admin; what they had
meant previously by 'organising all
students activities in the F.0' refers
to the students' Convention, Principal's
tea party and the talks by all heads
department and as for the Union fee
Issue, their intention is to collect
Union fees from students who pay
voluntarily.

We question: Can the Admin be that
careless and disorganised to omit so
much vital details in the content of
their letter as to change its meaning
totelly?

Obviously, the Admin realises that they
would have to face a bombardment of stu-
dents' and public opinions if they would
to take another further step to cripple
SPSU after perceiving that SPSU is all
out to publicise the case.As a result
they decided to revive their actions in
the nick of time.

A1l these happenings have served to
educate the students and provoke us into
deeper thoughts as to who are the Admin
and whose interests are they actually
serving??

THE METAL BOX ISSUE

Many of us are bound to be wondering
about the truth behind the Metal Box
workers' strike since the local press 1S
unable to oblige us with an objective
account of it. Richard Tang's article
gives us a clearer insight into the var-
ious events leading to the strike,revea-
1ing many things which the Metal Box
workers would like the public to know.
The article also exposes the forces
which are trying to discredit the
S.M.B.W.U. leaders and generate doubts
over the just struggle of the Metal Box
workers against exploitation by the
company.

VICTIMISATION

3 ex-cos of the students' Union are
being removed from the Polytechnic this
year for failing badly in the sessional
exams, The irony is that all three of
them are extremely confident in securing
at least a repeat next year. There is no
doubt that it is an overt case of victi-
misation, Victimisation is one of the
many means (such as the certificate of
Suitability) in which students can be
prevented or intimidated from ary active
involvement in activities which serve to
arouse the awakening of fellow students
to be more aware of society happenings.

Editor's Nota :

OPINIONS EXPRESSED IN SIGNED ARTICLES
DO NOT NECESSARY REFLECTS THAT OF THE
EDITORIAL BOARD.

 MEW  campuS

- Ko/am{ Goh .—

In October 1976, SPSU received a not-
ice of removal from the Polytechnic
Administration saying that SPSJ would
have to move out from the Union House
at the Princess Mary Campus. It was
first thought that the place will be
demolished for construction of a new
building and *herefore SPSU requestsi
for an alternative Union House, After
much delay, the Poly Admin. have reluc-
tantly allocated a miserably small
place at one corner of the New Campus
to *he Union., The Ex-co, finding the
place most insuffizient and nsuitabls
for carrying out its activities, rve-
jected the 'offer' and requested for an
alternative. Howevar, the Adnin, was
very adamant in their action and would
not discuss the issus in a civilised
manner.,

Having received the ‘'ultimatum’ from
g

ordinary Ex-co meeting and informed all
students regarding the actions of the

. and the attitude of the Poly-Admin, and
warned the Poly Admin., that SPSU will
be prepared to further the issue .if the
Poly Admin. continues its irrational

more convinced of the Admin.'s myster-

ious intention when it was learnmed <that
the place was to be made usad as staff

and reading room instead of being demo-
lished.

0a the day when SPSU was supposzd <o
be avicted, the campus was swarmed with
Policemzn and the notorious agents from
the contemptible Internal Security

wa3 very tense as all of them, armed
with their weapons, tape recordsrs,
walkie talkie, moved around the campus.
Fea» was iastilled into ths minds of
students and the atmosphere was tense
as if a mass arvest was a»out to take
place. When confronted dy the Union
Excos regardiag their presence, their

They also tried to hide themselves and
their car number plates from the scope
of the camera.

As usual, when the Adminis+tration was
asked to explain the issue to all the
students, they acted dumb and pretended
that they are ignorant of the issue and
also the seriousness of it. Meanwhile,
the Admin. have forced the b»illiard man
to remove from the Unlon House into
another place allocated,

Following the Admin,'s harsh actions,
SPSU informed all the Poly Students anc
the Asian Students' Organisation of the
happenings.SPSU also put up bamers in
the various campuses which worded
'ADIMIN. DON'T ROB U3 OF OUR PIiC UNION
HOUSE"' .

Remains of 4e Tormed banner

the Poly Admin., the Ex-co held an exira

Admin., The Ex-co Trejects both the action

and repressive act. The Exco became even

Department. The atmosphere in +the Campus

the

reply was 'nothing', and they went away.
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A few days after the putting up
9f the: banner, at about 5.00 am when
it was still dark, a few 'mvsterious’
men climbed uyp the fence of the main
Union House and tore down the banner
put up by SPSU, When the studen+ts who
was alerted by the noise they made
gave chase, they took the banner and
sped away in a =ar.

_Although the thieves were not iden-
tified, it is quite. obvious that -this
is not the random doing of any loit-
erers or vandals who happened to pass
by the Union House at such late hours.
Well, the pudlic has better judgement
as to who the culprits are and where
they are from.

In March, when the students were busy
vreparing for the examinations, the Admin.
finally came in for the PMC Urion house.
The Union Secretariat was forced open
and the cabinets and other Union propert
-ies were removed to the place which the
Union refused to accept as an alternats

ADMIM - THE PAPER TilkER

The tactics of the Admin. is clesr,
By evicting the Union House during the
‘eXan,:  when the general students
cannot be well informed, they hoped te
get the thing done quietly and smoothly.
Yet, by this very act of theirs, their
rear of students' opinion was clearly
exposed.

Secondly, the -temporary place given
oy the Adnin.(which is going to function
for a period of about & months}) is
entirely out of touch with the new cam-
pus itself, while the various affili-
ated societies of the Union were allowed
to occupy rooms in the campus. By so
foing, not only it hinders the proper
running of the Union, but the separation
of the societies from the Union smacks
of the days of the colonial era when the
British Bureaucrats used the 'divide and
rule’ tactic on their colonies,

For students who are aware of the
1ssue, this matter is rather simpls. If
the Admin. needed the place, they should
give the Union a reasonable alternative,
Lf the place is too small and far away,
the Union Service Centre would not be
dble to operate, and students would have
to walk a long way to borrow a game set
or a ball and even finding a place to
play games would be difficult. The place
would also be inconvenient to hold regu-
lar meetings, cultural and sporting azt-
ivities, Furthermore, the Admin, do not
actually nsed the place, so why create
all the trouble, even up to the extent
of having police in the campus?

Why is the Poly Admin. going against
the interest of the students?

Since 1974, the students' movement in
Singapore has reached a new era and all
signs are indicating that the movement
is a popular one. Members of the public
participated enthusiastically in many of
the activities ofSPSU and USSU and the
participation of students in Union acti-
vities has reached a new height . It is
a clear indication that students and the
public prefer the new kind of students'
movemnent which is concern about life of
PEOPLE, instead of the orthodox and ste-
reotype of student activities, The acti-
vities organised by SPSU and USSU not
only help to bridge the ever widening
gap between the students and the people
out also broke through the silence of
the majority in Singapore.

cot'd on P93
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Conclusion :

Taspite its popular support, student
movement was brutally suppressed. Stua-
en+3 were arrested,fraud-up, deported .
threatened, The act of the Poly Admin
* the tearing down of the banner indi-
that the authorities are now re-
ting to more brutal and direct sup-
on. However, SPSU will not bow
¢ such tactics. It will continue
lay the role as the motive force be
3 the present students' movement.

Je sincerely hope that you will support
U ia its struggle for autonomy and jus

LA

-

invite you to send letter of protest
The Principal,
Singapore Polytechnic,
9, Prince Edward Road,
Singapore 2.
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LETTERS _ THE EDITOR

e~ R

[Frem @ Botend
m Malaysis ..

. Recently T visited a friend in S$'pore.
I happensd to find two copies of your
publications Technocrat Vol.6 No.l & 2
at niz home, It attracted me very much.
As 2 teacher in a sscondary.school, I
am surely interested in student maga-
‘zines.,

I had learat more from my friend
about your Union's activities. I'm
deeply moved by your enthusiasm and
spirit to carry on your course, even
though your leaders were recently ar-
rested, and there are many difficulties
‘to be faced -ahead., As news of S'pore
are not well reported and mostly dis-
torted, I do have a clearer view of the
‘S'pore student movement in recent years,
after reading and discussing with my
friend.

From Vol.6
similarities

No.2, I noticed certain
in the developmant of
your student leaders. I find that most
of them were typical students who must
have been apathetic and ignorant of
sccial events, and could have been

~influenczed by the filthy culture. It
“seemed through your involvement in your

union, you changed and 'broaden the
outlook of 1ife' as one of the exco's
said in the message of the exco.

Keep it up. Be perseverant, Unite
more students, and even students who
might seem quite hopeless, like many of
you were before., Their basic nature is
good.

In my opinion the articles about
international events were excellent.
More of these type of articles should
be encouraged., The film review of
‘Jows' 1s pretty good. It's analysis
is integrated with the social back-
ground. We could hardly find a film
review in the English papers.

¢The writer of +the article 'Amidst
the Stormy Sea' (Vol.6 No.l) certainly
has a good intention of depicting the
life of the East Coast fisherman. His
stand is clear.He is sympathetic to-
wards the fisherman. But regarding the
content, in my opinion, the contradic-
tions of the fisherman Ali and the
Sundry shop owner Awang seem the sharp-
est.

The causes which lead to the hard
life of the East Coast fisherman, in my»

opinion are roughly:.
i) The system:- The government does
not bother much about the labouring

people in this case the East Coast
fishermen. Nothing is done to help
the fisherman during the N.E.
monsoon periods between Nov. to
Jan, when the fisherman cannot go
out te sea. Maany have to do gem-
porary jobs, while a lot go out to
Singapore to work as cheap labour-
ers in the construction sites,
Many do not. own fishing boats,
Most of the fishermen have to rent
their boats. Much of the fish
caught are paid to the boat owners
as rents, while the business is
being monopolized by other people.
Moreover the fisherman cannot
afford to buy machines and modern
fishing equipment, hence a low
catch,

The content of this article is not
very realistic., Life of the labouring
people can only be learnt through liv-
ing together with them., One has to go
down to the people in order to write
well, Anyway it's a very good attempt
for the writer,

ii)
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THAILAND
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Thailand originally known as Siam,
is an agricultural country in the
tropical zone. The total area of Thai-
land is 520 thousand square miles,
with a population amounting 40 millioh,
80% of which are farmers, growing main
-ly paddi-rice. Thailand is one of the
three "rice-bowls" of South East Asia.
Just like the neighbouring countries
in Indo-China, Thailand became the tar
-get of imperialist invasion for her
fertile lands and rich resources. From
the 16th century onwards, Thailani was
under the constant invasion of Portug-
al, Netherland, Britain and France and
was occupied by Japan during the 2nd
World War. For the past few decades,
the political situation of Thailand
has been in a state of flux, and the
society is full of contradictions.Espe
-cially in the recent years, students
and people movements one following the
‘other, contradictions among the ruling
elite become acute everyday, and always
signs of coming coup d'etat, further
aggravate the situation tu a state of
instabilities.

The political situation is inseparab
-le with the situation of the whole of
Asia, the US policy in Asia after the
2nd World War, from being the “World
Police" to the victory of the third
world people, especially those in Indo
-China who are fighting for national
independence and liberation, all these
influence the change in the political
situation of Thailand which is situate~
ed in the centre of South East Asia,
What is the significance of the Thrai
society? This article tries to give a
general introduction of the Thal socie
-ty, by looking at-its social, pclitic
~al and economic structure.

DemocraTic ConsTITUTION

Ano  MiLiTARY JuNTA

The 24th of June, 1932 was a turning
point in the history of Thailand. A |
revolution was launched by the Peoples
Party led by Dr. Pridi Phapomyong
which consisted of intelligentsia and
a few military men. This ended the mon
—archical reign for seven centuries,
and established the constitutional mon
archy. Although there was tremendous
change in the political structure,
ndemocratic rights"” was still a new
concept to the majority of the Thal
people, and was in fact limited to the
minority. The democratic' experience of
Thailand in the past forty years were
merely coup d'etat one following the
other, drafts of constitutions and
then abolishments at last. Except for
the eight years of civilian regime,
the remain of the forty years are all
military junta, "democratic constitul-
ion" only stand for the "minority rule”.

Between 1938 and 1957, except for
chaotic government between 1945 and
1948 the political regime was in the
hand of Field Marchal Plag Philboonso=-
ngkram, a military man. Duriig the 2nd
World War, Thailand was invaded by the
Japanese, and was forced to join the
Axis of Germany, Italy and Japan.
There were several coup d'etat after
the war. In 1955, Plag's government
announced the decree of legitimate of
political party and suggested the
"Hide Park" style of freedom of opini-
on in politics, Immediately 25 politic
-al parties were formed, and the demo-
cratic atmosphere was for a time seem
-ed to have flourished. However, the
corruptions in the 1957 election once
again proved that parliamentary d=mo-
cracy was only a »eautiful cloakx,

September, 1957, General Sarit Tha-
nart launched a militaxy coup d'etat,
appointed his deputy as Prime Minist-
er, abolished the parliament, constitu
~tion and all political pa-ties, insti
-gated the military dictatorship under
the name of "revolutionary pa~liament
and laimched forth the first five
y2ars plan between 1950-65 in economic
a3 well as borrowing loans and induced
foreign investments to make a spur in
the economic development of Thailand.

In December 1963, Sarit Thanart died
Field Marshal Thanom succeedzd the
dictatorship. Prapass was the Vice-
Prime Minister. After the 1959 elect-
jon a new cabinet was formed, Thanom
maintained nhis position as the Prime
Minister. In November, 1971, in order
to suppress the opposition force in
the parliament and to reinforce his
own political regime, Thanom launched
the Self Coup D'etat, once again he
abolished the constitution. Under the
control of the military Jjunta, the
demozratic constitution was once again
strangied. Thanom self-announced as
the Presidant and Primz2 Minister of th
the "National EZxacutive Parliament",
dogether with Prapass (Vice Prime Nini
-ster) and Narong (son of Thanom, son-
in-law of Prapass), started the regime
of military junta dictatorship of the
Tyrant Trio, under the control of the
American imperialism on one hand,
grasped the military and 2conomic
rights of Thailand on the other. This
is the political situation of Thailand
before October 1973.

October 1973 was another turning
point in the political history ef Thal
land, the fight for democratic consti-
tution movement launched by intelligen
~tsia and students rapidly got the
mass support. On the 1l4th of October,
about 400 thousand students and people
gathered in Bangkok to hold a demonst-
ration. Thanom ordered soldiers and
tanxs to suppress the mass, about 70
people were brutally killed. Finally,
under the angry roar of the people and
due_to the internal strife amonaz the
ruling class, the Tyrant Trio wes kick
-ed out of Thailand. This great victo-
ry showed a ray of light to democratic
constitution. However, for the past
three years, the fundamental problems
of the country still remained unsolved
The civilian government faced innumer-
able.spolitical crisis. At the same
time, the exile military men were rel-
uctant. to leave the historical arena,
the Tyrant Trio had tried many times
to return back tc Thailaand. Shortly
after Thanom hail returned baczk to Bang
-kok on Octoher 6,a »loody czoup d'etat
again took place, the democratic cons=-
titution is again put to penalty.

History repeatedly showed,despite
Thailand was nominally implementing
a dzmocratic constitutional system,
in reality it was the militia who gra
-sped power., Tnheir influence was antr
~-enched dseply in the political struc=
-ture in Thailand. A s=2at in the parl-
iamentary mesant no quarantez for d2mo-
crazy, instead it was the bharrel of
gua of the militia which mattered most,
In front of gun and bullets, all cdemo-
cratic measures would become powerless,
Many students were sacrificed. So long
a3 the weapons remainad in the haunds
of the military Jjunta, how could the
masses resist with bare hands? How

.

could the people have genuine dsmoeracy?

THe.

INVASION AND EXPLOITATION
Or IMPERJALISM .

The decades following the sscond
World War, the international pclitical

situation marked the American influence

controlled and psnstrated into Asian
region, until their gradual dzcline.In
Asia, on the one hand,American imperi-
alism took advantages of the decline
of the British and Freach influsnce
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after the war, extended ner coloniali-
zation and spheres of influence; on th
the other hand, the victories of the
struggles of the Asian people greatly
altered the situation in Asia. In
order to maintain her bena2fit in Asia,
United States imposed the policy of
encircle China, set up military basss
in Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Philip-
pines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Laos and
Thailand, endzavouring in using bribe=
ry, infiltrations to control and back
up the regimes of these countries.

Owing to Thailand's strategic positi
-oh, United States gradually strength-
ened her infiltration. She alded the
1957 coup d'etat and established the
pro-American regime, Furthermore she
tried to extend her influence to the
whole of the Indo~China Peninsula,
From 1950 onwards, Thai and Amsrica
had signed a series of unegual treati-
es:"agreemant of military aid","agree-
ment of economic aid" and "agreemsnt
of friendly economic cooperation".From
2950 to the June of 1971, the military
aids that U:4§, hail given to Thailand
amounted to more than two billion baht
(amout ten billion U.S. dollars). Besi
-des, the States had used more than
220 billiom %aht for constructing more
than 60 military set-up in Thaila=-d,
including 5 large scale air vases and
about 30 auxillary airports, 11 .camps,
10 marine bases and 4 missile sites, 2
radar stations., Further still, they
had comstrusted a ten thousand miles
highway network, linking Amarican kase
and the way t5 neighbouring cour‘'rics
of Thai. Iiorz than 3/% of the aircraft
oombing Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia
took off from thess airports in Thai.
The Utapan »ase, 99 miles south of
Bang+ok, 1s the placs where the famous
B-52 bombers a:z Viztnam night an
2ad dazr ns ~ad turnsd Thal
stone for invait

-land inzo a s
ing the couatries

a
3

The U.S. had sstablished in Thal
military "advisry group"™ consisted of

3 thousand men, these are U.S. m'lita-
ry advisers in the Defance Dept. Furis=
her still there are 'public security
adviser' in the police system. The U.S
soldiers stationad in Thai had come up
to 59 thousands. Thege 'advisers' and
soldiers have political priviieges.
Thai had followed the American policy
for a long period of time. In 1954,
Thai joined the Southeast Asia Treaty
Organisation (SEATO) and the headquart
-ers was in Bangkok.

Economically, Thailand suffered mis-
erably from thes plundering and exploit
-ation of foreign capitals. In order
to reciprocate to the American milita-
ry assistance, Thailand was bouad to
implement ner economic 'duties' presc-
riped on the treaty. By these'duties’,
Thailand hai virtually becom2 a dump-
ing place for the American goods ani
supplier of the strategic materials
(1ike rubber and tuagsten) needzd by

-“+to be wnt'd on PS 5
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the Americans. From 1950-1970, there
was a defizit W Thailand trads of 187
zillion bahts (nearly equivalent to 9
cillion U.S.$) with America. Foreign
capital mainly American and Japanese,
exploited the cheap labour of Thailand
through private investment and multi-
national corporations. Besides they
had lucrative: profits, They also plun-
dered the national resources (including
petrolium, tin and rubber) of Thailand,
Through varioustypes of unequal trade
treaties, they®ruthlessly expanded the
-ir business, and gave striking dvlows
to the industry and commzsree of Thai
national bourgeoisie. According to un-
official statistics, American had been
nibbling away more than 50 billion
bahts of profits from Thailand anaual-
ly, which was more than her assistance
to Thanom Government. The Thai ruling
class, who for their own sake, were
‘hands~-in-gloves with the American
imperialists, They had betrayed the
national sovereignty and debased  Thai-
land to a neo-colony under Amsrican
control and intervention.

THAILAND

Thailand, rich in natural resources
is famous for "fish found in water,
rice found in fields'". Paddi is one of
the four main exports, amounting to
more than a thousand and four hundred
tors aanually. 80% of the population
are farmers. Although they are the
crief producers of the financial reso-
urces of Thailand, they are always in
starvation and poverty, and are under
the severe suppression of the feudal
authority and the heavy exploitation
of the land-lords.

According to the statistics of the
Thai Government, farmers occupying 1lit
-tle or no land accounted for 35% of
the total number of farmers., Although
the lsgitimate highest rent is 25%of
the harvest, more than half of the far
-mers have to give about 39% to 55% of
the harvest as rent, and some in cent-
ral Thailand have to give 80%. The
interest of the rent high as 100%-300%
Very often the farmsrs have to sell
their children to pay for the rent.
According to the material issued oy
the Thailand Government, the yield per
acre is only 240 kilogrammess, The in-
come of the farmer is the lowest among
all, the average income of every farm-
er is only 1000 Yahts (about 250 Hong
Kong dollars), equivalent to only 40%
of the annualincome of the average
Thai citizen, also equal to 1/8 of the
annual income of the average citizen
in the Thai cities. There are enormous
differences b“etween the urban aad the
rural area.

In a czountry where paddi is the main
export, the paddi-rice growers worked
hard labours for the whole year round.
However, their lives are so bitter,
they are always on the verge of starv-
ation and povergty. But the Thai
Government sees nothiag of this. They
only levied heavy taxes on the Thai
people. The poverty and suppression in
the rural area forced the farmers to
find their livings in the urban areas,
They settled in the slum-areas at the
verge of the cities, as part time work
-ers, coolies, non-technical works.
Some families even had to ssll their
daughters as prostitutes %o maintain
their livings.

The cities are places where the work
-ers concentrate, especially Bangkok
city. Among the 1.7 million labourers
in the couatry, about 1.3 million are
industrial workers. The Thai industris
al workers have been leading miserable
lives. Amajority of them had to work
2 to 20 hours for an extremely low
enzrally,-the male workers can
© 1C to 15 bauts (approximately
£ US) while the female worker

gy

the matters which led

INSIDE ¢

the

To many people who have heard of the

recent metal box workers' strike, it has

come much as a surprise and shock. This
is because of the fact that organ-

ised form of mass action by workers of

Singapore is a rare scene nowadays.

Under the so called policy of ™ triparti-

tism" between the government, Union and
management, many of the workers' unions
today do not really represent the work-
ers' interest at all. Yet, why are the
metal box workers able to stage the
strike? There is no doutt that this has
got much to do with the Union they have,
i.e., the Singapore Metal Box Workers'
Union. The article telow gives an ac-
count of the history of metal box and
to the strike.

HHRMHBRNY

can get only half as much. The working
conditions are extremely poor. There
was no welfare system. The government
sidsd with the bourgeoisie in forbidd-
ing the workers to strike.

Since October 1973, when the three
tyrants were ousted, workers and peas-
ant® movement began to flourish., Stud-
ent movement also began to integrate
with the peasant and worker movement.,
The setting up of the regional peasant
associations further promoted the org-
anisation of the peasants to fight for
their interest and to struggle against
local bullies and bad gentry. The wor-
ker movement also surged vigorously.
In 1974, there were 357 strikes and
105,000 workers had participated. In
the formar stage, the sirikes re main
-ly aimed at increasing wages and imp-
rovement of welfare. Yet in the later
stage, workers also participated acti-

vely in campalgns against the tyranni--

1 order of Prapass and Thanom. Yet
uggles had only began.

IT's AN o
SAPATALIST

Ii Thailand, as in many Third World
countries, foreign capitals were. suck-
ing the blood of the working people,
plundering their natural resources and
interventing her domestic politics and
economy. In the countryside, landlords
local gentry and money-lenders were
expropriating the vast majority of pea
-sants. The feudal suppression, which
greatly obstructed the development in
the forces of production, had made the
Thai. people to live in an abyss of
agonies. The obiguity of multinational
corporations, the bankruptcies in the
countryside, the migration of poor pea
-sants into slum areas from the urban
areas, the marcked differences bYetween
the city and the countryside; all the=~
se are som2 of the salient features in
maay Third World couatries,

Yet, the general trend of"countries
want independence, nations want libera
-tion, and the psople want revolution”
has been surging vigorously. The anti-
-imperialist struggles of the Third
World people are achieving greater and
greater success, This irresistible
trend all over the world hag been re-~
shaping the world situation, and undou
-btedly lasting its impacts on the
Thal society. The people of Thailand,
on their roai of struggles for genuine
democracy and independence, will see a
bright future and hope.
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Box Strike
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The Metal Box Factory in Woodland Road
23km , is gne of the 40 odd branches of
a Pritish Multinational Corporation ,
specialising in the manufacture of var-
ious beverage and food containers. Being
the only one of its Kind in Singapore
and coupled with a well-established his-
tory of more than 20 years, the factory
is atle to reap huge amount of profit
each year,

In 1970, the escalation of Vietnam War,
had brought forth large numbers of Ameri-
can soldiers to Vietnam. During this
period, the demand for alcoholic drinks
ard other beverages increased tremend-
ously and the containers for these were
manufactured by the Metal Box factory in
Singapore, thus enabling it to hit even
greater profits. The net profit of the
factory in 1974, when the world was fac-
ing a recession was 1 million and in
1976, it reached a figure of about 3 to
4 millions.

The metal box factory has more than
400 wecrkers, most of them have been
working in it for quite a number of
years., The younger ones already have 7
to 8 years of working experiences and
most of the female workers are about 40
years of age. There are also cases where
3 generations of a family are all work-
ers of the factory.

The SMBWU is the only workers' union
in Singapore which is not affiliated to
the NTUC ard it is very uncommon to find
such an independent Union now. In the
past, the SMBWU has been striving for
the betterment of the workers' working
condition and wages., To date, there are
already 3 strikes initiated, the recent
strike being the 3rd one. Each year the
Union was able to secure higher wage
increment for the workers compared to
that received by workers of other facto-
ries, For instance, at one time the
SMBWU succeeded in fighting for a 4,5%
NWC increment when the recommendation
was 4%. As a result, the Singapore Metal
Box Workers' Union is much treasured by
the workers and there is no doubt that
it is truly a Workers' Union, caring for
their rights and welfare.

According to the Gen-Sec. of SMBWU,
Mok Joon Soon, the Union and the manage-~
ment, since the last strike in 1972, have
always been able to compromise with each
other in many negotiations held in the
past. However, about 4% months ago, the
company began to show signs of hostility
towards the Union, and engage a new per-

‘sonnel manager who is infamous for his

"capability" to suppress workers.

Since early March this year, many wor-
kers were dismissed and the reasons
given were most injustifiable and irrat-
ional., Some of the workers were dismissed
just because they stayed in the factory
after working hours, (and though they
have good reasons for staying back) and
others were retrenched due to so called
"reorganisations”. Many changes were
also implemented in the factory. Former-
ly the task of 5 workers was forced to
be undertaken by 1 or 2 persons; over-
time of workers were severly slashed but
when workers refused to work overtime
when needed, they were threatened with
dismissal, whereas, there were others who
were denied their days of annual leaves.

In actual fact., the rate of producti-
vity of the factory is considerably fast

1o be owtd em f4.14
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Fell ow members,
Weeks before the sessional exam, the
Union sent cut letters to the Polytechnic Admin re-
guesting for information regarding the rew enrolment
of students, Only after a number of weeks (and after
rumerous reminders) did the Union received a reply
from the Admin which claims that due to their con-
cern over the students, tkey will be organising all
the activities in relation with the coming Orientat-
ion and they found no necessity in providing the
Union with the requested informetion as tlhe Union
would be'duplicating their effort' ! Also stated in
the letter is that the Admin will not be collecting

the Union fees for this session !!
Everyone who has been in Poly long

enough would have krown that our Union has a 16
years old tradition of organising Freshmen Orient-
‘ation and the Admin has a record of nothing. In the
past,the Admin weren't interested at all but why are
they so interested now? They talk about students'
well being in relation to this and since they ment-
ioned it, let us not hesitate tc dig out their past
records to see if they are 'clean'.

However before doing so, -let us look
at the effect cf the Admin's action :

1. By organising the Orientation the Admin will in
effect,cut awzy the communication betweer the new

students and the Union.

2, It is depriving the Union of its rights to ccllect
Union fees from the studernts.

3, Being cut off from the students and financially
down-troddened, the Union will probably be dissol-
ved.

4. With the dissolution of the Union, the Admin would
become the natural dictator in Poly.

SBOULD WE ALLOW ADMIN TO DICTATE STUDENTS ACTIVITIES

Regardless of the attitude of their college admin,
students all over the world are given the right to
organise themselves in various forms of activities.,
That is, even if the Poly Admin hevé a clean record,
the students should still be organising their own
activities without any interference from the Admin.,
The Admin, regardless of who the principal, regist-
rar is, camnol be a body loyal to ‘the students te-
cause it has to serve whoever that is financing tre
Poly and also that the students has got NO SAY at all
in selection of the admin staff.

AJMIN VS_UNION = ADMIN VS STUDENTS

Case 1 : Eviction of students to PMC in 71/72

Admin: After receiving orders from 'abcve', evicted
nrany students from PEC tc the old, shaebby ané under-
facilitated PMC to make way for students from the
University of Singapore Engineer Faculty.

Union: Held demonstration at Poly Quad. (abcut 200C
studerts attended) and forced the Admin to improve
the facilities and conditions of the campus.

Case 2 : The Civil Survey Camp (71/72)

Admin: (specifically the Civil Engg Dept) organised a

survey camp compulsory for all Civil students and
made them pay $10 per heag.

Union : Found that something fishy was going on be-
cause no fees were collected for the past survey
camps. KExco members of the Union investigated into
the metter and discovered corrupted practice. All
the money were refunded and in later years the
survey camp was cancelled,

Case 3 : Removal of 1st Year students in 74/75.
Admin: Removed 1st year students who failed in their
Supplementary paper/s while it was stated clearly in
the Poly Prospectus that they can repeat. Students
did not krow what to do.

Union: Orgariised the students to protest and petition
against such urreascnable policy and finally fowced
the admin to give in.

Case 4 : Bus Fare Coucession Issue 75/76

Unicn: Seeing the financial problem of tre students,
organised surveys and petitions and requested joint-
ly with NATCSU, USSU, STISC,NUSU ard IESC for a bus
fare corcession for it's members.

Admin: Ordy after the Union's survey and campaign
were held did the Admin came out with a 'corncession'
for the studénts, However there was hardly a .student
who accepted the concession because simple calculat-
ion would show that it is a trick. (you lose money by
buying the 'concession ! ticket).
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Case 5 : Examination Policies
Admin: did not make clear the exam policies and often
removed students without gocd reasons, eg. some stud-
ents who did not sit for their endorsement subjects
were removed, some students were removed eventhough
they were sick and could not sit for a parer, some
students have mental problems (proven by phsychiatri-
st) and were not allowed to repeat when they did not
take the exam.
Union: Often helped students to arpeal if they have a
reasonable case. Union also rrotested and demanded
the Admin to clarify on the exam tolicies .
Case 6 : Daily Welfare of fellow students
Admin: Never bothered about the canteen and often
had to be pushed by Union's Welfare Secretary to che-
ck on: focd prices, cleanliness and availability of
chairs and tables,

Contracted a bookstore which sells expansive
stationaries.
Union: Union activist are themselves students and
they understand the problems of students and has
always teen the motive force in improving the cant-
een, Union also set up Students' Service Centre
which is run by students themselves and sells statio-
naries at  very cheap prices.
Case_7 : The Calculator Issue T76/T/
Union: Found tkat there is no reason for not allow-
ing students to use calculator and theréfore organise
ed a survey and petition for the use of calculators
in exam. Had heated argument with the Poly Admin but
the Admin keep on delaying the matter,
Admins Not ashamed of the fact that they did not pro-
be into the matter first and even delayed the issue.
It was only in the third term when they finally ann-
ounce that 2nd and 3rd year students are allowed to
use the calculators in exam but not the 1st tear stu-
dents. No reason was given for their decision.

There are many more examples, however the above are
enough to reveal lhe nature of the Admin,i.e. bure-
aucratic,autocratic,irrational and Anti-students.,
Then, why did the Admin want to organise the Orien-
tation Programmes ?7?

Relating the past actions of the Admin with the pre-
sent situation it would not be difficult to show that
the intentior of the Admin is to isolate the Union
and finally to eliminate it.

eg. 1 ; Union fees issue: The Admin suddenly refused
to collect the Union fees together with the tuition
fees with the intention of crippling the Union.

eg. 2 : The Admin. used delaying tactic when approe~
ched by union officials regarding the Union fees issue.
€8s 3 : Rejected Union's bocking of rooms for film
shows and speakers' corner.

eg. 4 : Admin., tried to intimidate students who went
to hand in booking forme by asking for their name,
class, admission No.,etc which were totally unnecessary.
eg. 5 : Evicting the students from the PMC Union
house without providing a reasonable alternative.

The above examples can show beyond doubt that the
Admin's action is intended to suppress the Union.
FINAL ANALYSTS ——- who lose ?

It is clear that the Admin don't went the students to
have an effective Union like SPSU (especially when
it is becoming more and more effective) andis trying
out all sort of underhand and scandalous ways to eli-
minate the Union. If w:, students 'of the Polytechnic
allowed them to do it who will stand to lose? Of
course ourselves, Poly students. If the Admin is to
take over students activities, Poly would be drilled
like a secondary school and all of us would be reduc-
ed to obeying and accepting oxders. No one would be
represernting all of us and no one would ever speak up
for us again. Furthermore, there will be no more SPSU
to cater for the welfare of the students.

If trat happens its DOOMSDAY for Poly students !!!!
If we didn't want it to happen, then what can we do ?
1. ATTEND THE MASS KALLY ON 7th MAY (sat), 9.00 a.m.
at Union House (Shenton Way). The Board of Govemmors,
Principal and Registrar will be requested to answer
for their actions.

2. Help to spread the news to all other students and
let others te aware of the Unicn's situation.

OUR INDICTMENT: THE EX-COs WILL GO ALL OUT TO ENSURE THY SURVIVAL
OF CUR UNION AWD APPEAL TO YOU TO WORK HAND T.J HAND WITH US.

UNITED Wz SHALL WIN!!!!
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With a long vacation ahead of many
students like us, som2 decided to hunt
for a job -- not only for some pocket
monzy but to taste what working really

is. Thus below is an account of what
we have tasted.

We finally reached the 4th floor.
After entering so many doors, we ar-
rived at a personnel office in a fa:z-
tory. There were about six long work-
ing benches where many coils and wires
covered the top, Almost all of the
workers are girls in their late teens
except for a few middle aged ladies. .,
So this was the factory we had come to
spend our vacation. K

The working benches were divided in-
to various sections --- soms girls
would be coiling wires round carbon
rods; some would be soldering and
others would be waxing or testing. At
other venches, the girls would be work-
ing on capacitors, inductors and also
the spring coils, so this factory pro-
duces electronic components for trans-
istor radios. We started work with
much enthusiasm but as time passed,
the work became monotonous and
mechanical.

ventilation in the factory was poor
The: aircon installed was only for show
and fans could only reached a few bene
-ath it. It was even more horrible
when you had to be seated next to warm
wax. The fume and smell was enough to
kill your appetite. Besides, some of
us had to strain our eyes to do our
job as Tlorescent lamps at the sides
were also for show. However, in.other
sections, the light was so glaring
that some of the girls were seen with
dark glasses. To add to these, the
machines around us were noisy when
operated and the workshop which la;ge-
ly contributed to the noise pollution
was just next to us. To worsen the si-
tuation, blasting music was played to
compete with these noises when lunch
or break times were nearing. Such was
the condition under which we had to
work for eight hours everyday. )

Unfortunately, there was not much of
communication amongst the workers. When
we just started work, we were greeted
with questions, though they were reluc-
‘tant to talk ‘about their lives there.
The friendship amongst the workers was
soured by a few older workers who made
the new ones do odd jobs like emptying
the baskets. At lunch time, the girls
were scattered into groups of five 1t o
ten. Others would be in twos or in so-
litude -- each doing their own things.

Each new day begins at eight in the
morning. On the very first morning we
were rather surprised to see the work-
ers standing beside their seats -- not
doing their work when the bell rang.
There was complete silence for a few
seconds, then a pompous figure appear-

ed with a microphone in his hands and
and started to utter something. Later
we found out that this was one of the-
ir daily routine --- a morning assem-
bly just like the one we had in school
, he even said, "Stand properly when I
talk to you." and what was said during
these assemblies were usually threat§
and giving more of rules and regulati-
ons. .
It was never a two way communication
during the morning assembly. If the
workers had problems, they were ad-
vised to sse their section leaders.
Thus their grievances were always not
heard. Perhaps the only way they could
resort to was to paste letters in the
toilets --- there was one alleging
that the personnel officer had conspir-
ed w~ith the company's doctor to make
their medical leave more tedious to
obtain., This was soon brought to the
atiention of the whole factory, clari-
fving that if the worker is sick, she
should only sought medical help either
from the company's doctor OR the govt.
clinic, on CONDITION trat she must be
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at the clinic at eignt am. sharp' fo
proof that she is really illed and to
ensure 'discipline'., If she is unable
to walk, she must make a phone call to
the personnel officer at eight a.m.
sharp!

These terms were set as he felt rea-
sons given for medical leave were
‘bullshit’., Imagine insisting on these
terms ! What if the worker is really
i1l ? There was no doubt that concern
for the welfare of the workers was not
even considered. Another thing brought
out during such a.morning assembly was
that about 5% of the employees were
latecomers and although the wages were
deducted, this persisted on. He compl-
ained that what caused the lateness
was that the girls rely on the elevat-
or (as our faztory is on the highest
floor) which he termed as the "stupid
habit" and advised the girls to climb
the stairs. He even suggested that the
latecomers apologise for coming late
in the morning assembly (as if all the
workers were kept waiting!). This was
just ridiculous becauss if the worker
came late, the wage will be dzducted,
so why was there a gnecessity to apolo-
gise? Another disgusting expectation
was that work start immediately after
lunch or break times the instant the
bell goes., As the workers would gather
in groups during free time, they
would take time to walk to their
seats when the bell rings. This was
cautioned as 'not advisable’.

Other things brought out would be
reports on whether the productivity
had increased or decreased and a call
to increase productivity, followed by
an assuarance to increase the wages.
When we asked around, we found that,
after working for three to four years,
the pay was around $ 240
without any transport allowance (urfless
one really pestered for it),.

What was most disgusting was that
the morning assembly usually
made the workers more miserable at
the very beginning of the day rather
than to solve the problems between wor
-kers and the management. The person-
nel officer had even stated in his let
~ter to all employees ‘that writing a
letter and pasting it in the toilet
was a 'bad way of communication', but
how are the workers going to let their
grievances be known if there was no
other means? Through section leaders?
Whatever for, when they were just as
helpless.,

A brief survey on how they feel of
such working conditions revealed their
attitudes towards the matters. Here
were some of the comments:

i) 'treat him like 'a mail dog'

They could not understand what had
been said as most of the workers were
Chinese educated. Thus, even if they
managed to grasp a bit here and there,
it was just like listening to an old
recorder or in their own terms,®one
ear in and the other out.’

ii) Why bother about such things?
Everywhere you go you would find such
things!' .We can see that they had
accepted it as their way of life.

iii) 'What to do?'

They were aware of the situation but
they have a living %o =2arn and because
they were not highly educated and with
so many school leavers around, they
feared that they might not get a job
easily. Thus, they had no choice but to
tolerate quietly.
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However, after a long struggle, these
fishermen finally manage to seek a way
for survival--rearing cockles, which have
a higher resistance to pollutants, in '
the rivér, But the problemsof poli. on
is still unsolved. If this is allowed
to allowed then a day come when Sungei
Juru is turned into another Sungei Sekuda
n Johore where the water is so heavily
polluted that no shellfish or any aquatic
life can live or propagate. By then,
one can hardly improve what will become
of Kampong Kuala Juru-- environmental
catastrophe on a disastrous scale, des-
ruction of our fishing industry, illness
disease and even epidemic arising from
the use of poisonously polluted rivers,
or from eating poisonously polluted
fish., It will be too late to regret if
the only cheap source of protein which
is necessary for our health is totally
cut off. Who are the people that is going
to suffer then?

Development should be a balance
between the goals of economic growth and
the maintenance of a clean and safe
environment for the present and future
generations, Should the big companies be
allowed to make more money in the name
of development and in the process push
poor people more deeply into poverty?
It is clear that this is a man-made
disaster caused by the irreésponsible
action of certain people. Therefore
this should be put to a stop. The
whole Malaysian Community must be
conscious and prepared to safeguard their
interest..

It was reported in the papers that a
chemical plant is now under construction
in Singapore. But do we ever wonder
what will Singapore be like after
this firm starts work? Will the «tragedy
of Kampong Kuala Juru replay here: The
catastrophe of industry pollution in
Japan-Minamata Disease-is a frightening
experience. The price to pay for our
ignorance and silence is priceless,
therefore as Siagaporean, it is'the duty

of each and everyone of us to be aware
a:w critical of our environment before

it is too late.
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I also noticed that you were not very
serious in proof-reading for I found
quite a number of mistakes in spelling,
technical work, tenses and sentence
construction, These might seem minop
mistakes, but it is important., The
editors should be responsible to the
readers, hence mistakes should not be

taken lightly. A few examples are
i) The story of Ali is hardly legibl;.
ii) sub-headings of the message from-
exco's are badly written.
iii) continuation of pages not correctly
indicated.

Well, the overall content is good.
This magazine should be distributed.
Try to send some to Malaysians Schools
and institutes of higher learning if
possihls,

KEEP IT UP,
Yours faithfully,
A secondary sch. teacher.

There was non organised group in the
factory to discuss on problems they
faced and to seek solutions together
and what was worse was that time was
spent on gossips, fashions and others.
Another way was through the mass media
and we could see the girls humming or
singing when they were bored—— not a
thought given to solve their problems
or improve working conditions,

_et's see why this is so.

We can look around and see that such
attitudes are common amongst us -—‘not
facing realities but insteadi are di-
verted with meaningless pursue for ma-
terialistic gain-and personal pride.

On the other hand, we have all gone
through the educational system which
produces the same products -- never
questioning and always accepting and
incidentally, very selfish too., Even
during the work there, there was no
such thing as "I'll help you get this
or carry that." lost of the workers
there lead & very monotonous and iso-
lated existence, To those who left the
place after @ week or more, it was
like escaping from a nightmare. But
what about the workers there who had
to stay on just to earn some $150 to
$250 for their living?

WILL THEIR NIGHTMARE EVER END?




. things have happened to SPSU end we
2" hope to infomi.and explain to those @
who are concern through this article,

o s s o o o

. past few months, a great number of %;

EVICTION of STUDENTS
FRom UNIoON WHOUSE

In last December, the students
were- evicted from their previous
Union House to & small-and miseralle
room located at one isolated corner
of the New Campus. The Union demanded
a more reasonable place but the dem-
and was rejecied without satisfactory
reason. They even send in the police
«nd the notorious ISD agents to cause
fear among the students. Subsequently,
SPSU put up a banner and some mysteri-
ous figures" crept in one night and
tore it dowm.

FRESHMEN ORIBNTATION

The Admin who had not been taking
interest in the welfare of the studenzs
suddenly refused to supply the Union '
with the relevant information regarding
the enrolment of students for the new
session, They said that they want to
organise Freshmen Orientation programmes
and therefore found it unnecessary for
the Union to have these information.
This action of the Admin will preven:
the newly enrolled students from coming
in touch with Union activities and
cause tre students to be isolated from
the Union ,

VICTIMISATION

Three Urion officials, Ang Soo Cheng
(General Secretary), Tan Tee Seng{Vice
president) and Wong Sing Yaing(Union Hou
-se Secretary) were victimised curing
their sessional cxamination. All .of them
failed in subjects which they are..confid
-ent of passing and all of them were
removed from the Polytechnic.

]umoN FEES]

The Poly Administration have inform=
ed the students' Union that they would not
be collecting the Union fecs on behalf of
the Union. This act will put the Union's
income from her membvers to a stop (constit
tutionally, she is unable to collect her
own feeg) and further threaten the exist-
ence of the Union.

Coupled with all these suppressive acts
were the red-scare that was propagated by
the authorities through the various forced
confession of people who do:not accept
the carrot from them.

WHY SUPPRESS SPSU.

In order to understand this quest-

IPAAACCARNANANNNNNNNNNNNNNNANRRRNAR ica we need to know what are the acti-

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE EVENTS

vities organised by SPSU in the past.
The question should be viewed in para-
1kel with the "Recoustitution of USSU"
because both were the vaaguards of the
students' movenent,

Before the Anti-Bus Fare Hike Campa-
ign, the main functions organised by
SPSU were Dinners and Balls, Beauty con
-tests, competitive sports, etc. Altho-
agh there ware other activities organise
ed, the above mentioned are the ones
which were most costly and which mast
Union officials werc attracted to.

[TurniNG_PoINT |

TLe turning point and beginning of
the awakening of students towerds
meaningful asctivities began with the
‘Anti-Bus Fare Hike Campaign.During this
campaign Union officials discovered fox
the first time that if put to proper
use, tae Union can be eoffective in voi-
cing ocut *the plighi of the poor peorle
in our country. They began to feel some
irrationality ol the way things are run
here when the petitions of more than
10 000 people were outrightly rejeched
by the Ministry of Comnunication, They
became even more convinced of their
feeling when some of the students' lea-
devrs were warned by the I.S.D. against
involvement in a project which they
felt totally justified and humane. As
for tne students, it was the first
time for years that thley agreed unani-
mously with what the Union was doing.

BANGLADESH PlLodD REWIEF CAMPAIGN

In this issue which hundreds of stu-
dents and thousands of people participa-
ted, the students experienced the most
touching scenes they have yet seen in
real life. At first, all of us could not
believe it; people of all ages, all
races came out voluntarily with their
clothing and canned food and money; old
women walking up with her meagre sum to
donate; little boys and girls bringing
cups of water for the students; house-
wives pushing aside their housework to
help us to tie up the thing in bundles;
working men volunteering to transport
our things to the Union House; secondary
school students cume down to our Union
House to help.us in packing UPee.... all
these for the. sake of some peeple living
in a far away Bangladesh. On the other
side of the picture was the irrationali-
ty of the authorities. They claimed that
it is AGAINST THE LAW to collect dona-
tions for the people of another country
and would not issue the permit. They

]' PAckiNG DonNATioNs
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all people are cold and uncaring but
rather that they are not given the
chance to express their wammness and
humanity. They began to ask questions
Why did the policemen tried to inter-
fere with their work 7

Why did the law fortid such activities?
why were the people alienated?

Who caused this alienaticn and for what?
Through the Bangladesh Flood Relief Cam-
paign, the participants are educated and
it is not surprising that mary of the
participants hbecame strong Union acti-
vists. (Almost all the menmbers of the
16th Council participated in the Aid
Bangladesh Camrpaign)

J8. SQUATTERS EVICTION —
a question of humaaity

The.eviction of more than 100 families
from their home in Tasek Utara caused a
lot of argument inside the campus. Some
of the people apposed to SPSU's involve-
ment in this issue tut most of the stud-
ents felt that SPSU must help all the
squatters o humanitarian ground. They
felt that humanity should not be limited
or restricted by national boundaries.
?eople all over the world protested agai-
1ns? Hitler for massacres of the Jews,
against ill-treatment of political priso-
ners in Indonesia , South Korea etc;
against racial discrimination in South
Africa and Rhodesia. Why can't we help
the squatters??

RETRENCMMENT RESEARCH CGNTRE
AND ARREST OF STUDENT LEADERS

Although the R.R.C. did not function
very effectively(due to the frame-up of
Tan Wah Piow and arrest of & student-
1eade;s), the students learnt a lot
through_it- They have seen the true col-
our of the so-called trade union leaders,
They saw the law teing used to frame-up
Wah Piow and I.S.A. used against other
student leaders. 4 000 students from the
University of Singap re and Polytechnic
attended a mass rally( a solidarity
never seen before in the history of USSU
and SPSU) All these event forced the
students to come to a painful conclusion
that the authorities are suppressing a
popular student movement,

USSU GENERAL EBLECTION - another
sign of 8upPort for New studet Movement

In the 75/76 USSU Election, more than
3 000 students turn up to vote in the
general election., (A record) Most of the

students who participated in the orga-
nising of the various events mentioned
above were elected into the students'
council. Irene Koh(Hon. Gen. Secretaty)
and Phung Mei Ying (President) both named
by the authorities as radical students
polled more than 1600 votes.

IT IS A VERY CLEAR SIGN OF A RISE IN
AWARENESS AMONG STUDENTS AND ALSO A
MANDATE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE

NEW STUDENTS' MOVEMENT.

Cont'd on pdj& 5. ...

It would scem that SPSU is in a rather
miserable state., But the fact is that it is
the reverse. Many students still participate
in her ~ctivities and are working to over-
come all the man-made obstacles ahead. At
this juncture, many may wonder.why the
authorities want to suppress SPSU.

even prevented students from using their
microphone claiming that the residents
complained about the noise made.

Through the Bangladesh Issue, all
the participants learnt a great deal
about the facts of 1life. They now
understand @nat it is not true that
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uwm T.AL " Only recently, did the Union began to
uptake a more active role in society.
Students started to show more concern
F thlbﬂ and care for the needy and oppressed.
l u et & Nevertheless, there are many students
who question: Why should I be aware of
the Union? What benefit can I obtain
- TAN LHﬂf koo from this? Such attitude of many of the

students has much to do with our present
educat1qna1 system and the mass medi

19?# had been the year ofjawakeningii‘ Rk through the, frlendllness of most of ﬁﬁ"

for many students in the tertiary insti- =~ the new students were able to understal
tutions of Singapore. Ever since then, - their problem and their aspirations.
the movement has gathered its momentum another case,of the Community Welfare
and each day, more and more students are Project, the new students were supp
awakened to the stark inadequacies in to have road: mﬁddllng in an obscure

our society. The trend is clear for us region in Sembawang. This Project a
to see. Students are an 1ntegra1 part of ~at helping the.ylllggers there by i
i 1 L : ; s ingsthe

{ ¥ Grganxslng thls year

Unlon has to prepare to face. many~¢b
,,.%acles ahead. One of, them is the pro-
: m-with-the Adminlstra$1on of fhe
,1ytechn1e. ‘The Admin.'s syppression
ion's activities has heeﬂ?escakatln
_eanﬁgback Exj es

5

--%¥§ar s

. During :the 15th student :

f P°1¥;§§hnlc students began to be znvol-
weooyedadn social 1ssue3 initiated by the

(USSU now reconstltuted) With the

~inception of the 16th students' council, ™"

the line of SPSU became clearer. Extra-
ant: and 1uxu£¢ous aet1v1tles which

b nefu51ng to drsalose’fh 2
stration of the new students.
t-1i5 during this period tha t the new
‘ﬁswpay their Union fees and have

- of regi-

lést e he programmes
geared towards exposing the
to the realities in society and also to
= realise the pctentlal and importance of
our union in the Singapore context thru'
other. activities such as exhibition,
slld@ showaletc

from the Union, there gas gtlll %hpoﬁﬁion-

of new students who did not pay ei

Union fees nor coliect their Freshmen‘.
“packets. = :

.2) refus;ng to grant permission to use
Polytechnic compound and facilities
f

Union Awareness
Although the active
@gﬁﬁtudents in the

or carrylng -eertaln*ﬂrleﬁta Lon frﬁﬂ‘

" Freshle contest were but memor;es “of th@
- past., The cry of going down to the peo
ple, no longer toe the line of certain
MPs and Ministers' version of superfi~
cial concern for the people which only
aims at camouflaging the root cause of
_many problems,

Instead, the new students were inspi- ena Ilng the: U
red to show genuine concern through ‘Qur Union is an stablishe&“orégﬁis
understanding the plight and needs of totally in the hand of students themsel-

;_nue s At such a tyrannlcal
» we wonder? 5

ng for f' &5
strators of the collsge and stand up to
demand for their rights.

the labouring masses, which constitutes .~ ves,unlike many. other governmaggkcontr ... To conclude, the F.0. is a very essen-
the major portion of our 5001ety. For led Students' Union, where the Admini-- ~tial and glamorous function-of the Union.

- instance, during last year's F.0., the stration has tight survelllance on 1 During this period, the new students are
workcamp attracted over 200 new students students' activities. Thus, we can see going to have their first impression of
and in this camp, they had the chance to in the past,the SPSU has been fighting Poly life. Therefore, it is important
stay with the farmers in Lim Chu Kang - for students' interests and autonomy in that the seniors should play the part of
for 3 days. The students also experienced . . the campus, by voicing out against irra- guiding them towards a more meaningful
the simple tough life of the farmers and tional-poliees, victimisation and others. stay in Poly. :
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Claudius:

THE WAR

WELL , WE MUST DO WHAT WE CAN AgouT 1T /

In the early part of
the 20th century, it was
thought that the earth &
the other planets were
formed of matter pulled
out of the sun., We had
the picture of earth cool
-ing down from white heaf
to red heat to mere hot-
ness, and finally to zhe
boiling point of water.
When it had gotten cool
enough for water to con-
dense, the water vapor in
earth's heated atmosphere
did so & it began to rain
--and rain. After many
years of an incredible ra
-in of boiling water that
fizzad and sputtered as
it struck the hot earth,
the hollows Of the planets
rough surface finally co-
oled enough to hold the
water and filled up %o
form our oceans.

Very dramatic-- but al-
most certainly completely
wrong.

Curr=ntly, scientists
are convinced the earth
and other plane®ts did not
form from “he sun, but
were formed of particles
coming togzether at the
same time that the sun it-
self was being formed.
The earth was never at
the sun tamperature, but
it did grow quits warm
thro' tha energies of 2011l
-ision of all the particles
that formed it. It grew
warm enoush to that its
relatively small mass
could not hold an atmosp-
here or water-vapor to
hegin with.

The solid body of the
newly form:1 earth,had, in
in other words, neither
atmosphere nor ocean.Where
then,did they come from?

There existed water(&
Zases)in looss combinat
-ion with the rocky subs
-tances making up the so-
14d portion of the zlobe.
As that solid portion pac
-ked together more and
more tightly under the
pull of gravity, its in-
terior grew hotter and
hotter., Water vapor and
gase were forced out of
combination with the rock
and came fizzing from its
substance,

R RR R R QR R RIS R R QP QP QYRR QY QR QRO RO
HOW AND WHERE
WERE THE OCEANS FOKMED?

1SAAC —

Tne gaseous bubbles,for
-ming and collecting,
racked the baby earth wi
-th enormous quakes; esc
-aping heat produced vio
-lent volcanic eruptions.
For unnumbered years, li-
quid water did not fall
from the sky; rather, wa-
ter vapor whistled out of
the crust and then conden
-sed, The oceans formsad
from below, not from above,

What the geologist main-
ly dispute now is the rate
at which the oceans formsd.
Did the water vapor all
fizz out within a billion
years or less,so that the
ocean has been its present
size ever since 1life began?
Or has the process been so
slow that the ocean has
been growing all through
geologic time and is still
growing?

Tnose who maintain the
ocean form=d early in the

—

ame and had been steady
in size for a long time
point out that the conti-
nents seem to be a perma-
nent feature of the earth.
They do not appsar to have
been much larger in ths
past, when the ocean was
supposedly, much smaller.

Cn the other hand, those
who maintain the ocean has
been growing steadily point
out that volcanic eruptions
even today pour quantitiies
of water vapor into air;
water vapor derived from
deep from deep-lying rocks,
not from the oceans. Also,
there are sea mounts under
the Pacific with flat tops
that may have once been at
ocean level but are not
hundreds of feet below.

A compromise may be poss
-ible, It is suggested
that the ocean has indeed
been growing steadily, but
that,as ths quantity of
water increased, its weizht
forced the ocean bsd down-
ward. In short,the oceans
have been growing deeper,
not brcader. This would
account for both ths drcwned
sea mounts and the non-
drowned continents.

(rproduced from  Wave)
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With the development of
Science,the ways in which
wars are fought have changed
tremendousl y thro' ages.
In the primitive days,our
forefather uses the sticks
&stones and now,war-mach
-ines such as missiles,
nuclear, submarine & super
-sonic jet are no more un-
common.. However, that 1is
not the end of it;for the
latest development in this
field has brought the con-
cept of war to a new era—
from the earthly land,sea
& sxy into the heavenly &
endless space.

The usage of satellite
as a spying tool is no mo
-re new to us but have you
heard of the usage of one
satellite to destroy ano-
+her? This new development
of space-war make use of a
satellite which explodes
when nearing the enemy's
satellite thus destroying
it.

Another new development
is the use of a laser beam
projected from the ground
to hit the enemy's satell-
ite.We all know that laser
beam is a beam of extreme-
ly-concentrated light which
can even penetrate steel
plates of a few inches
thick with the greatest of
easa., When the satellite
is hit by the laser, the
electronic devices and
control system would be
damaged and the satellite
would be out of control.

The fast development of
space war is dus to strate
-zical value in case of a
nuclear war, iiost of pres-
ent day sophiscated war
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machineries are very depen
-dent on the satellite as
a means of locating enem
targets and also a means

of communication. If one
side is able tc destroy
all the satellites of the
other, then the other side
be 'blinded' & would not
be able to carry out nucl-
ear war effectively. The
victor would then be able
to force the enemy to sign
an unequal 'peace treaty’
and thus benefits'econmica-
1ly' from the treaty.

Since the satellite is
so important, isthere any
way of protecting our sat-
ellite from enemy assault?
One of the ways is to shoot
up large number of 'black
satellite'.These'black sat-
ellites' are able to absort
the electron magnetic wave
produced by the enemy radar
instead of reflectingz them
back to the radar.In this
way, the enemy would not
be able to locate the pos-
ition of these 'biack sat-
ellites' and thus are un-
able to destroy it. These
'black satellites' must be
powered by its own nuclear
generator because the sol-
ar generator used in ordi-
nary satellite can be eas~
ily located by the enemy
radar.

Although human intellig-
ence has already brought
war into space but this is
only representative of the
handful of people who cre-
ated wars to achieve their
own ends. The will of the
vast majority is to end all
wars and not to abuse tech-
nology by developing the
space~-war which in itself
is nothing but pure wastage
of human accessories and
abuse of human intelligence,

FDCJ‘W Cotner

sese Ereedom’ »ese

Qur Soclety is based on
Justice, Equality and
Freedom,

So they say.

Do not protest,

For this is free competition.

You are free to compete
Will be free to expolit.

Yes, you are free to

To ster on others' body and
Feed on their tlood,

Using all wicked means,
Sell your souls,

your integrity

To join the exploiter class

This is a society
Where man exploit man, but
'You get all

the freedom to compete’.
Hoviever it's an open secret
that the poor have only
The freedom to be exploited
but not the freedom of
ot teing exploited.
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THEME ~AWAKENING

It is noticeable that most Singapore
-ans, especially students, are not aware
of the happenings acound them. Such beha
-viour is very closely related to the
environment we are in,Everyday, commerc
-ials are trying to drown us with ardent
pursue for self-gratificatio:, especially
the cinemas and televisions, encourage us
to indulge in the small circle of two-per
-sons' world. In school, the system has
made us join in the mad race for paper
qualifications, in the midst of which we
are programmed to be selfish and apathet-
ic towards things which are not in our
scope of interest.

Withithese in mind, the bookfair was
planned at the start of the 17th students’
Council. The theme was "Awakening With
Books", with the main aim of introducing
and promoting thought-provoking books. Books
that probe, question and provoke our
thoughts on the harshness of bureaucracy
social realities and thepeople in general
are rarely introduced and promoted but
instead, best sellers on sex, crime and
thrillers, which not only bring fast money
but also divert readers from realities,
are given much publicity.

The educational system has provided us
literature and philosophies which are im-
practical to our context. Students have
become so cut-off from reality as we bury
ourselves with books in the Ivory tower
persuing academic qualifications that
many of us have lost contact with the
society and our people. We have also been
barred form social realities by the pre-~
vailing culture, or to be more precise,
the "culture of silence" designed to damp
-en any inclination towards social
awareéness.’ But students form an integral
part of the society and should never be
isolated from the society. As students,
we must be able to recognise our role in
the society and therefore will enable us
to fulfil our role more effectively when
we stepped out into the society.

Thus it hoped that the bookfair can act
as a stepping stone in the awakening pro
-cess of the people and the students,
through accessing more diversified thought
provoking books in the bookfair.However,
this bookfair provide all that we need to
know, thus we have to continue probing,
reading and discussing.
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FOR SURVIVAL

Progress means to develop and advance,
and of course the most important aspect
of it should be the improvement in the
lives of the people. However in today,
the most essential aspect of this had
been neglected by some people. This book,
Pollution, shows how the life of a vill-
age was brought to the brink of death by
these people under the pretext of 'pro-
gress'.

Kampong Kuala Juru situated at the mouth
of Sungei Juru in Northern Malaysia is
one of the typical fishing community
amongst many others which fall prey to

progress', In 1968, a new bridge---Jam-
batan Tun Abdul Razak--- was constructed
in such a way that it dam the river, thus
reducing the fishing area. Besides, the
fishermen could no longer row all the way
to Bukit Mertajam t@ market the day's
catch. Furthermore, silting occured on
the river banks and beds because the
strength of flow was reduced as the course
of the river was redirected due to the
construction of this bridge. The depth
of the water at high tide had dropped
from the original 25 ft. to 7ft. today.
Due to this, fishing has now been res -
tricted to only certain time as it is
impossible to ply a sampan through the
water during lowtide, Many sea life fin-
ding the water +too shallow swam away
into the sea. The problem of silting is
worsening as time goes by while the
river gets more and more shallow, The
only way to solve this problem is to
rebuild the bridge so that it will not
dam the river., However until today, this
bridge is still standirig at its very
place. Is it necessary to sacrifice
the livelihood of a group of people
for this bridge?

SPSU BOOKFAIR

WITH

—_— -

BOOKS *

as a coumunication between the public and
the students' Union.Lately, SPSU has been
recieving unnecessary publicity ard often
distorted news atout our union from the
state machinery. To advocate our stand we
present the activities organised to the
public ard let them judge the purpose of
the activities ard the validity of the
accusations. It also served as a means
which the Union exchange ideas with the
public and thus a better understanding
between the public and the Union can be
achieved.

The Union at the moment is now in a
finarcially crippled state as a result
of the high-handed and unconststutional
tactio of the poly Admin in not collect
-ing the Union subscription fees with
the tuition fees. Thus the fair was also
orgariised to raise funds to alleviate
this problem.

The fair was held from 21/3 to 23/3/77.
Preparations for the bookfair was rather
chaotic due to unforseen delays in contact-
ing the publishers, the complete lack of
cooperation on the part of the Admin and a
tough time in publicity and canvassing,
Through the determination of the organising
committee and the helpers in the bookfair,
it turned out to be a success as can be seen
by the overwhelming response and support
from the putlic.

The tookfair was presented in several
sections. The two main oneSwere the English
and Chinese. Books were classified under
Education, sociologyypolitical science and
current affairs. It was supplemented with
a "Books and Authors. Introduction" section
wherg certain vocks and authors which the
public were not aware of were recommended.
Narrators were also arranged to help expla
-in the contents of the tvocks .Some of the
books introduced were "The Enemy" and
"The Gadfly". -

Unfortunately, before the fishermen
have recovered from their first misfor-
tune, another blow struck them. In the
vicinity of this village, an industrial
estate was set up, following which
many factories start discharging various
toxic chemicals wastes into the water
resulting in environmental pollution.

In a particular case, it was found

that the level of mercury shoots up

to as high as 460 times above the
international recognised safety standard.
Excessive consumption of such metal are
harmful not only to the fish, but
also to human beings who elther eat

faurd, o

the
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fish or drink the water. Dead fishes
flodting on the river is such a common
scene nowadays. Besides, since the
pollution had begun, many different types
of fishes which the fishermen used to
catch and sell for a long time have
vecome extinct. Fishes caught now not
only fetch a lower market price due to

a strong smell and taste caused by the
pollutants discharged, but also have been
reduced largely in number. Consequently,
the income and living standard of thgse
villagers dropped drastically. Is this
what progress and development mean?

SINGAPORE TzZCrICCRAT

The bookfair was further supplemented' with
two slide shows,one entitled "Women in
Asian Development" ir which the central
issue pertaining to women, who constitute
half of humanity,is one of inequality.
There is a deep entrenchment of such
values as a result of unquestioned accept-
ance by women of their unequal position.
The world abounds with examples of how
certain customs and traditiorns promulgate
such hereditary ideas of women's innate
inferiority. The whole issue is a miscone
cept. It is one which affects both men
and women alike and their basic rights as
human beings and not one of men 'versus.
women.

The other slide show was entitled,
"Workers in Singapore". Foreign investors
are now being attracted to Singapore by
its provision of cheap latour and also
the various policies adopted by the gover
-nment e.g. tax exemption for a period of
ten.years and the freedom of trarsferring
capital from Singapore.They are also maki
-ng use of the savings of our people to
eéngage 1n industrjpal undertakings. The
profits generated are mostly taken back %o
their homes and our diligent workers who
are the real creators of wealth get only
a miseralle share. Further their liveli-
hood is insecure. Industrial accidents
occur every now and then in shipyards,
construction. sites and factories., No safe
-ty measures and precautions are seriously
taken, work is often dlatorious and
exhaustive. Who is to tiame if an accident
occurs in such circumstances T
threatening issue to workers i§h§e$g§§ch-

ment. Many workers were made jobless wh
retrenchment struck in 1974, J en

Conclusion

. Thus in conclusion, the toockfair pro-
vided many eye-opening ard essential
facts that we never know before. Judging
from the encouraging and overwhelming
support-from the putlic (about 2 9200
books were sold and more than 3 00C peo-
ple attended), we can deduce that the
Students' Union is an organisation with
the interest of the people. She has re-
vealed and unmasked the long concealed
'social realities of our society, giving
us a clearer insight into the life of
our people.

"Is it against the law for us to be
fishermen? Yet by allowing the factories
to keep on polluting the river, we no
longer can be fishermen. Is it legal for
people to pollute the environment and
damege other people's livelihood? s
It shouldn't be allowed and the authorities
should se€ to it that it stops as soon
as possible," these are some pI the doubts
among the villagers.
Yes, it is the responsibility of the
authorities to ensure that the livelihoood
of the people, such as the fishermen, is
not rec¢klessly sacrificed, and to pre--
serve a healthy environment for its people.
But why is it that so far no action was
taken by the authorities to stop this?
Is the authorities unaware of these pro-
blems? Impossible! As early as in 1971,
several letters were written to the
authorities appealing to them to do some-
thing to stop the adverse effects of tne
new bridge and also later regarding the
problems of pollution. But these letters
are just equivalent to being thrown into
the deep sea. Under the law, it is illegal
to pollute the environment . Why then
is this law not enforced? What is the
purpose of setting up the law? Is it meant
for some people to violate?

The income of most of the fishermen is
insufficient to support their families
as their work is now unstable depending
on the tides of the river. Due to this,
serious unempioyment problems arises. In
most families,three meals a day have be-
come a burden to them, Many cannot afford
to send their children to school. In a
particular family, the children have tc
"take shifts" to go to school. Besides
if anyone in a family is sick, none can
afford to visit a doctor. Such is thel
life....compared to thoses rich :
cont'd
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SINGLFORE TECEFNOCRAT

. ON MeTaL Box Workegs' STRKE  cont'd fHom page g

(2 to 3 hundred containers per minute).
Uncer such a condition where slight neg-
ligence could cauvse a damage of a few
thousand containers, the workers were
already under severe strain., Yet, the
company still insisted :in increasing the
workload of workers.How long can the
workers withstand such treatment? Obvi-
ously, this is a tactic to force the
workers to leave the factory on their
own accord., So new workers with lower
pay can be employed.

Evenitually, on the 4th April, the
SMBWU, after several fruitless attempts
to negotiate with the management, called
upon the workers to go on strike. Ear-
lier, secret ballots were casted and the
unanimous decision of the workers favour-
ed the taking of industrial action,
Altogether over 90% of the total work-
force join in the strike. Those who
remain in the factory are chiefly Malay-
sian citizens who are afraid to endanger
their work permits.

After walking out of the factory at
about 2.00 pm., the workers proceeded to
put up banners outside informing the
public of their plight ard demands from
the management. Tents were erected sc
that they can keep watch of the things
they had put up. Letters were alsc sent
to seek advice from the NTUC ard the
Miristry of Latour, but there was no
satisfactory reply received.

It can be seen that the workers are
very united under the leadership of the
Union. When interviewed by student
reporters, some workers commented: "We
will stay put until the management give
in to our demands," "without the skilled
workers, how can the company run?"
Though some workers landed up in finan-
cial difficulties, they are able to
carry on the strike through the help of
other workers. The workers alsc started
to economise their daily expenditure
inorder to continue their struggle
against the management.

However, the local press have given
much distorted ard one-sided information
concerning the motives of the strike,.
The Strait Times quoted Devan Nair, Gen.
Sec. of NTUC, saying that "There are
ways and means of making life difficult
for an unjust personnel manager....These
do not include, however,a demand for the
dismissal of the personnel manager."
Another quote came from a " break-away
protem committee" accusing that the
SMBWU leaders are "bankrupt of ideas and
callous of the welfare of the members,"
and also that the "purpose of the union
strike action was to support a demand
for the dismissal of the personnel of-
ficer, not for better conditions of em-
ployment."

The sacking of the personnel manager
is only one of the main reasons for the
strike, whereas equally important is. the
management's refusal to recognise t h e
Union and its arrogance towards Union
officials., (In fact, many Union  Offi-
cials were victimised and dismisseqd,
including the Chairman, John Tan, a n d
the Secretary, Mok Joo Soon.)

Secondly, if the SMBWU leaders a r e
"bankrupt of ideas and callous of the
welfare of the members", how then can
they lead 400 workers to go on strike?
Moreover, why did the press give s 0
much publicity to a so-called pro - tem
committee, representing a small group
which broke away from the rest, while
the voice of the 400 odd workers w h o
are still on strike is not heard at all?
Lastly, if the demand for the dismissal
of the personnel manager did not arise
from the fact that the workers want a
better condition of employment, w h a t
then is the demand for?

All in all, it‘*s evident that t he
press is trying to play Up the image
that the workers are very disillusioned
and disunited. But, .in ‘actual fact ,
the strike had already entered 1into a
month,

A few days after the workers went on
strike, the PIEU made their preésence &
tried to unionise the non-striking work-
ers and new workers, claiming that i t
is a "responsible and sincere" Union,
In actual fact, the PIEU's interference
amounts to an industrial blackmail t o
sabotage the SMEWU as the collective
agreement between the Metal Box manage-
ment and the SMBWU is going to expire
soon, Even Devan Nair himself said
that he advised the workers. to joir the
PIEU (S.T.). Nevertheless, who woi lé
want to joirn a Unicn which has a recorad

of suprressing the members ané serving
the interests of the tosses. (A clear-
cus example would be the 1¢74 American
Marire retrenchmert case, where it ever
framed up workers ard students on riot-
ing crarges.) Consequently, v e r y few
workers agreed to join the PIEU ( trose
who joined were mainly new wcrkers.)

The Jjust struggle of the .B. workers
is not an isclated struggle by itself.
It receives tremencous support from
other workers in general as well; for
instance, the bus workers donated 1090
sacks of rice and the PSA harbour wor-
kers donated one thousand dollars to the
1.B. workers, This clearly reveals the
solidarity among the workers who are one
and in the same family.

WHERE Do YOU
GET THE MOVEY

How MANY PRODUCTS
DoEs HE MAKE PER

N

AND  WHO MADE
THOSE PRoDUCTS ?

How MUCH Do
You PAY Him ?

WHO MAKES
THE PRODUCTS, ..

THEN INSTEAD OF YOUPAYING
HiM  HE s rayivg YOU $2/29
A SAY TOTELL HM To woRK

How pID You
GET THE
MacHINES T

SHUT UP !... HE
MIGHT HEAR YOU !t ‘
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Students (PKPM),

-inst the Prime Mini
~-tralian Union of 3t
-ched a campaign dem
Hishamuddin. Under t
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charges by the Victoria Stated Police which related

ing currently in Australia and public pressure, e 1
eventually. However, political asylum for Hisahamuddin,
vernment. Though he was alternatively given a six month
third country for refuge, Hisha refused it totally.

“(ASIAN STUDENTS Assouamion)

Hishamuddin Rais, former Secretary General of the now barned National Union of Malaysian
waes arrested in Australia on 16th Jaruary 1977. He was charged with four
to his involvement in

3 mo

~Wede

okl 2. e © Wi

,thew

Hishamuddin has b

from the

Squatter uprisings (1974)
(1974). During this_time
ral of the Nation i
for 6 months in 1
ty of the Malaya g

President of UMSU imm
: that organisation.

jailed. He was re
his release, he b
strike and as con
government under t

no recourse to justice,

up charges were dismissed

gle for justice of oppressed people around the world. In
his country he gained widespread respect and suppor

people because of his active

< C V n
.against the Vietnam war (1972
involvement in the Middle East(1973), the Tasek Utara
an

iately prior to the banning of

During the Tasek Utara Squatter Uprisings, Hisha was
arrested (aileged for obstructing a police officer) and

This act provides the~M=tzystarrgovernment with power to
arrest and jail anyone, for any length of time, who is
considered to be a 'danger to national security'. People
arrested under this ISA do not undergo a trial and have

a demonstration aga
i rest. The Aus
ediately laun
t be granted to
fudents study-

fused by the Australian go-
n Australia in arrange a

sly involved in the strug-

j the

2,
), the

protests against US

d the Baling Hunger Strike
ddin was Secretary Gene-
aysian Students (PKPM)
General of the Universi-
L) and was elected

a week later., Following
ip the Baling hunger

nfed by the Malaysian
Internal Security Act(ISA)
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— WHATS AAPPENING To SPSU — continued  from Rge 8

FsTuoEnrsuAcﬂérﬂes oRGANMED BY SPaU
T EXHIBITION

‘ Inspite of the lack of publicity
(it was actually intended for members
only), the Exhibition turned out to be a
great success. The people, students, wor-
kers keep on flowing into our small and
miserable Union House to view the Exhibi-
tion. The 2-day exhibition (intentionally)
was stretched up to one week from morning
till night and it was only closed down
when the Ministry of Culture threatened
to take down the exhibits by force. The
Exnibition itself showed that the public
are concerned about the students' move-
ment and also that they believe our report
and interpretation of events (like Thai
students'movemant and Malaysian students
movement etc) rather than the controlled
press. Through the,exhibition, many real-
ise that we often face repression when
we wint to do something meaningful
instead of just mugging for exams.

| spsu_BookEaR L[]

Inspite of the framing up of SP3SU
student leaders as 'communist' and
'red" more than 2 000 people attended the
simple 3 day bookfair. People communicated
with each other, discussing about books,
authors and introducing others to read
books .

Whatever the authorities may try, the
support for the students' activities is
always there and this gave the active
SPSU members great encouragement in con-
tinuing their struggle.

[WHAT Does Spsu STANDS FR?

Internally, the students'movement
arouse great interest in the students and
more students participated in Union activ-
ities. The new group of Union leaders

anderstand that it is théir duty to take
care of the students' welfare and they
probed into various possibilities.

The Students' Service Centre was first

set up in SPSU to provide cheap station-
aries for Poly students, The Service Cen-
tre was most welcomed by the student

When the Union recieved news that the
Poly~-engaged bookstall is selling their
slide rule at $18.90; SpSU bought them in
bulk and sold it to the students at $16.2
This forced the book stall to reduce the
price to that of the Union's.

In the past, the Union had not fully
utilised its bus and it was decided that
the Union bus be used to transport stud-
ents from the Ayer Rajah Campus and. the
Dover -Road Campus to the bus terminus at
Commonwealth Avenue instead of taking a
bus there., It is also used to transport
students to the Union House for activit-
ies. The 1Tth Ssudents' Council started
with sparkling success in demanding from
the Admin for the use of calculator by
students in the examinations. However,
the Admin did not allow the first year
studgnts to use the calculators without
giving any reasons.

WHAT DoES sSPsSu STANDS FOR7

In the
students'

campus SPSU is the ckamPlon of
rights and the care -taker of
students' welfare. Outside the campus,
SPSU acts as a social watchdog sensitive
to suffering of the majority of the peop-
le——- that is why she is recieving their
popular rsupport.

Inspite of this the authorities tried
to suppress SPSU--they arrested her lea-
dars, created white terror, evicted SPSU
from her Union Hpuse and recently they
wanted to take over in the Freshmen ori-
entation, stopped collecting her Union
fees and Victimise her leaders. What
do @l1l these acts imply? It shows nothing
else other than the ANTI-PEOPLE and
ANT| -STUDENT nature of the authorities.

WE WIIL NOT GIVE UP BUT CONTINUE TO
FIGHT FOR THE SURVIVAL OF OUR UNION

THE LAST AUTONOMOUS STUDENTS' UNION
LEFT IN SINGAPORE

WHAT will THE UNION [0O 2

The Students' Council realises that.her -

support is mainly from the students and ?he
public and that it is by actively involving
the students and the public that the Union
survive. 5
Tn solving her problems whe would ?e
organising funé raising sctivities and
crgenising the students and the pudlic apd
the stunents tc protest agsinst repression
ty the amthorities.

GRoWTH OF 32pP3U

In the past, SPSU did not crganise
any regular zctivities within t h e
campts. However, in the beginning of
the 76/77 session, SPSU began to or-
ganise various regular activities.
it inciuded a regular basketball
practice, volleyball practice and =
chess club. 4li the committees inclu-
ding the social, welfare, publication
and the Campus Co-ordinating Commit-
tee were re-o ganised. It was  when

can

WE APPEAL O ALL READERS TO CONIINUE 19
OBSERVE THE DEVELOPMENT OF SPSU ANL Als~
SO 70 LOOK UUT FOR ACTIVITIES ORGANISED

campus activities were av its height BY SEEE'-Eﬁﬁgmgs EERK Hﬁ?EDINAEéf; yggﬁ
that il student leaders were ar- THE BETIERMENL OF -mﬂﬁ DA KD
S JUST AND HUMANE SOCIETY.

rested and this put a stop te almost

all the activities. .



VICTIMIGATION w  PoLY/

Arter the first attempt to create chaos in the Union by the arrest of student leaders in 1976
direct repressive measures have teen used to intimidate students. b ugeiet

A AaPiaeGhs, A started with refusal to bookings of rooms for Union activities then there was a predawn
robbery of our Union banner on.the Union House issue ard now in another attempt to crush the Union, the
iu:hgyiﬁleihare_all ou% to E?e every machineries and tactics they have to see that the Union dies.foget-

e i other 1lssues to achieve the same effect (Union fees, i .0.C.) is isa-
ster that struck the Union --Victimisation. ( SR stEnse s 0L e Bnstlion i on

Following is an interview with the latest victims of the Such act.Questions asked were
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UnioN House SecreTArRY
Course: Civie ENGG
(57 Jear Resuuts: |A ;4Bs; IC

To pass this exam, I am not so confi-
dent. But to repeat, I'm very sure of
myself. I think many of you know that
to pass such an exam,all one need is a
propsr plan and a suitable method of
studying. As for myself, I have six
subjects, excluding my optional paper,
environmental paper. The other papers
are Strength of Material; Hydraulic;
Quantities of Construction and Drawing;
Geology .and Soil Mechanics;

Survey; and Maths ,

Certainly NOT, I'm surprised to be re-
moved from the course. The results are
totally out of expectation. I have only
scored a'D® for Hydraulics and I was so
confident to score even a grade "A"
for my Strength of Matsrials as I had
wished to be exempted from it when I
re . During the exams, ] had “ound
Hydraulics to be tougher than Strength
of Material, yet I have failed in it:
As for my survey paper; I had done bad-
ly in the practical, but even then,I'm
confident in obtaining at least a 'D'
grade from what I had done in. the exam,

It is true that sometimes things may
turn out of expectation., But the decision
to remove us,who are all active Union
workers ,2without giving any chance to
repeaf 1ike any other ordinary students
is downright victimisation. If the
Admin is concerned about our fellow
students' welfare, they should have
considered the extra time the Union
workers need to put aside to cater
for our fellow students.

During the past few days, I had been
trying to contazt my lecturers but 5
out of 6 were all on leave. Why are
there so many lecturers on leave from
the same course? Are they not concerned 3
about those unlucky students who failed?

AL EXS
omitatad B jrenvfeesl o

Secondly, let's see why they did
not attempt to remove other Excos,
especially the first years.

Being second year students and
having realised their roles much
earlier that the first years, they
are more conscious of the importan-
ce of their rcle in the Union and
besides, they have much meore initiat
-ive to play their role better than
any others. To remove them is inevi ®
-table for the authorities to achi-
eve their aim as early as possible,

Were you confident of passing the exams? Why? 9 Is your result up to your expectation?
How do you feel about being victimised? Why do think you have been victimised?
What have you.done so far? 1 What is your chance of getting a repeat?
re N
WoNG SInG  Yung I believe exam is only a test of met- ANG Soo Cuena

hod of study; how much we can memorise
at that moment of say three hoursy

be able to manipulate those basic
principles being taught and affer 11
years of education and have been thro-
ugh scores of exams, naturally, I have
develop a method of study which I found
very effective. So to say of confidence,
I would say, I have very much confidence
in my academic performance.

Yes, nitially when I found that I
had failed 5 subjects because I know
definitely I had clear and had done very
well in the subjects namely, Maths;
Electronics and Electrical EngineeringA
I am very sure of this becauvse for these
papers, I could do all the 5 questions
required, especially for Maths. The paper
required of us to attempt all the 4 pro-
blems--in section A which contains 60%
of the total marks and 2 problems from
section B (40%). Out of these 6 problems
attempted, I found difficulties in 2
parts of a question in section A arnd 1
part in section B (there were 3 parts
in the question). Moreover, I'm verv

sure my working method are correct
I can see no reason why I should fail

this paper tecause according to my lec-
turer, the assessment of the paper is
based on the principles we know.
’ However, after a careful
analysis of the whole prob
-lem, together with cther
incidences, the results are
not surprising after all
because I realiged that I'm
being victimised.

TAN TEE SENG

VICE - PRESIDENT

3 \w) -

I°7 Year Reaulr:2As; 38s; (C

I"strongly condemn such act and
view it as a persecution of our
Union., Such unscrupulous tactics to
stop students' movement need to be
exposed and checked., This alsc
clearly shows how desperate these
Admin people are; but they neglect
the point that those who stand on-
the side of truth and just ce
shall win ultimatély. I feel it
is a good process that many more
students can be made to see the
true nature of the Admin. I think
students should take action now
to prevent such kind of thing
happening again. Clearly we can
see that we are being victimised
so to appeal (according to Admin's
prospectus) is definately a waste
of time and money but we challenge
the Admin to face the truth. Truth
is on our side. OQur fellow students
will be aware of the truth. #»

SRAREREM 0D

Another point to note is that victimisation is always done so subtly that it will notbe
clear-cut enough to see, hence doubts will be casted and the issue car easily be masked

to their advantage.That is why it is no ssi for them to viectimise all Excos.
HY 'S IT DonNE mNow?

The Unioh ence the awakening of many students, that is realising their responsibil-
ities inside and outside the campus, had its turning point in 1974 when the Union
started to te socially aware. Since then, more and mcre students, especially after
the 76/77 Freshmen Orientation, many new students still stayed on to help in the orga-
nising works even after an attempt to scare them by the arrest of student leaders at
that time,This has resulted in the growth of our Union. By using their machinery like
ISA and now the Poly Admin, which is a more subtle way, they will check the growth of
our Union by depriving the Union of a leadership; victimisation also served as a warn
-ing to students against active participation and involvement . This would certainly
result in a deficiency in the ever growing Union of ours, which would lead to the

gradual defunct of the Union,

m;—w VICTIMUSATICH 15 Possng,LEJ

The exam and its marking system is made sch that it is all an inside job. Therefore
whoever is victimised have ro other means but to appeal. Even then, he might be wast-
ing his time and money because the decision still lies in certain people; and if
there is any dirty trick played, it is not possible for usto pin-point. However, if
the Admin is clear of such tricks in victimising students, then there isno reason why
papers which the victims are confident of be looked and checked to ensure fair mark-
ing --but will the Admin dare to prove that they are clean by allowing it?

CouRSE ! BLECTRICAL ENGG.

FBP PP RSP

Hon. GEN. SecrReTARY

Course : Civie Enca
I°7 Yepr Resuws @ 3As, 3Bs

" e \rile

I don't expect a clear pass., I have
not much time left for preparation as
most of my time was spent in Union work.
Btt I'm prepare for a repeat that's why
I have worked out a plan to study the
4 suhjects out of six :
Hydraulics; Strengthf Material;
Survey; Quantiiies of Constr. & Drawing
These subjects are chosen as there was
help around and thss easier to cope.

As expected, I passed Hydraulic &
Strength of Material but for othners,I
had a 50% chance.

It's totally unexpected that I was
removed bnd I'm sSure that I have been
victimised because I've never come
aeross any caseliks mine that is not
allowed to repeat even thoush 2 papers
are

It is regretable that the suppression
of students' movement has come to a state
where they ever dare to victimise student
leaders so openly but I wculd not succumb
EP such unccrupulous acts of the authori-

ies,

.._.Lkaj i}mﬂ are yudumused. .

* It is not hard to understand why,
if we can see what the situati n now
in Poly is--The nature of the Poly
Admin and the students' Union. We
are all Excos, many things ho
that we as Excos were forced to con
-front with the Admin. In the proc-
cess, we learn to tackle them and
not to budge under their threats
and naturally +his ‘would be an
eye-sore to them and we would be
an obstacle for their repressive acts
on students in future,Another point
is that now as the Union is getting
more and more effectivé,the act of
victimisation on active memhers
(specifically Excos) would cow
away students from being active and
involved.

their chance of, geting o repeat

It all depends on the situation
now, whether the Admin is desperate
enough to face the consequences, To
repeat means that we will be able
to serve SPSU for one more year,and
as it had been mentioned before, it
will be an eye-sore to the Admin.

On the other hand, they would want

to wear the mask that they are
‘clean' and it ts their public

image that they should be more con ,
—-cerned of. (4

Editor Note:

This is not the first time
Excos are being victimised. In
the meantime they have sent in
a letter of appeal to the Exam
-ination Board to reconsider.

b
The implication is clear-- SPSU is
now their target of persecution.They
will no longer tolerate SPSU as it may
become an organisation too strong to
die later. But these will not deter
the students from working even harder
for the survival of our Union and it
only serves to ecuvacate and arouss
awareness in more pecple and stucsent.
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